Eagle Court of Honor Ceremony

For

(Eagle Scout)

(month dd, yyyy)

(find/replace items in red with participant's names)

Welcome – (chairman), Committee Chairman

  Good afternoon, I’m (chairman), Committee Chairman of Boy Scout Troop 338.  It is my great pleasure on behalf of all of us in Troop 338 to welcome you to this Eagle Scout Court of Honor, and to thank you for joining us for this important event.

  (chairman) will make a few comments on Scouting, and on the Eagle in particular.  

  I now turn the podium over to our Senior Patrol Leader, (SPL), who will call this Court of Honor to order.

SPL – (SPL)
   Troop 338, of York District, Pine Tree Council, Boy Scouts of America, now opens this Court of Honor for the purpose of conferring the Eagle Scout Award.  Would everyone please rise.

   Color Guard advance. (Color Guard advances the colors).

   Would everyone please join in the Pledge of Allegiance.  (SPL leads Pledge of Allegiance).

   Please be seated.

   Color Guard, post your colors.  (Color Guard posts the colors, remain at attention).

   Color Guard, dismissed.  (Color Guard moves in file to their seats).

   (chaplain), Troop Chaplain, will now offer the invocation.

  ((chaplain) offers the invocation).

(SPL)
   Thank you, (chaplain).  Will scouts please come forward for the lighting ceremony.  (Three scouts step to table with red, white, and blue candles).  The candle lighting represents the light of scouting.

(Scout 1)

(Lights red candle)  The red of our flag is the lifeblood of brave men ready to die or to worthily live for our country.

(Scout 2)
(Lights white candle)  The white of our flag is for purity, cleanliness of purpose, thought, word and deed.

(Scout 3)
(Lights blue candle)  The blue of our flag is for faith and loyalty, like the eternal blue of the star-filled heavens.

(SPL)
Will the Honor Guard please come forward.  (Honor Guard comes forward)

Honor Guard, please escort before this Court of Honor Eagle candidate (Eagle Scout), where he will be prepared to receive the highest progress award conferred by the Boy Scouts of America, that of Eagle Scout.  (Honor Guard escorts candidate to the stage)

I would like to now ask (former Scoutmaster) to read the Eagle Scout Challenge.

(former Scoutmaster) reads the Eagle Scout Challenge.

Eagle Scout Challenge

The foremost responsibility of an Eagle Scout is to live with honor. To an Eagle Scout, honor is the foundation of all character. He knows that "A Scout is trustworthy" is the very first point of the Scout Law for a good reason. An Eagle Scout lives honorably, not only because honor is important to him but because of the vital significance of the example he sets for other Scouts. Living honorably reflects credit on his home, his church, his troop, and his community. May the white of the Eagle badge remind you to always live with honor.

The second obligation of an Eagle Scout is loyalty. A Scout is true to his family, Scout leaders, friends, school, and nation. His loyalty to his troop and brother Scouts makes him pitch in and carry his share of the load. All of these help to build the loyalty which means devotion to community, to country, to one's own ideals, and to God. Let the blue of the Eagle badge always inspire your loyalty.

The third obligation of an Eagle Scout is to be courageous. Courage has always been a quality by which men measure themselves and others. To a Scout, bravery means not only the courage to face physical danger, but the determination to stand up for the right. Trusting in God, with faith in his fellowman, he looks forward to each day, seeking his share of the world's work to do. Let the red of the Eagle badge remind you always of courage.

The fourth obligation of an Eagle Scout is to be cheerful. To remind the Eagle Scout to always wear a smile, the red, white, and blue ribbon is attached to the scroll of the Second Class Scout award, which has its ends turned up in a smile.

The final responsibility of an Eagle Scout is service. The Eagle Scout extends a helping hand to those who still toil up Scouting's trail, just as others helped him in his climb to the Eagle. The performance of the daily Good Turn takes on a new meaning when he enters a more adult life of continuing service to others. The Eagle stands as protector of the weak and helpless. He aids and comforts the unfortunate and the oppressed. He upholds the rights of others while defending his own. He will always "Be Prepared" to put forth his best.

You deserve much credit for having achieved Scouting's highest award. But wear your award with humility, ever mindful that the Eagle Scout is looked up to as an example. May the Scout Oath and the Scout Law be your guide for tomorrow and onward.
(SPL)
Thank you (former Scoutmaster).  At this time I would like to introduce (older Eagle Scout), Eagle Scout, to read the Eagle Charge.

(older eagle Scout)

I have the honor to give you the Eagle Scout charge on the occasion of your elevation to the highest rank in Scouting.

The Boy Scouts of all nations constitute one of the most wholesome and significant movements in the world’s history and you have been counted worthy of this high rank in the Boy Scouts of America.

All who know you rejoice in your achievement.  Your position, as you well know, is one of honor and responsibility.  You are a marked man.  As an Eagle Scout you have assumed a solemn obligation to do your duty to God, to country, to your fellow Scouts and to mankind in general.  This is a great undertaking.

As you live up to your obligations you bring honor to yourself and to your brother Scouts.  Your responsibility goes beyond your fellow Scouts to your country and your God.  America has many good things to give you and your children after you; but these things depend for the most part on the quality of her citizens.

Our country has had a great past.  You are here to make the future greater.  I charge you to undertake your citizenship with solemn dedication.  Be a leader, but lead only towards the best.  Lift up every task you do and every office you hold to the high level of service to God and to you fellow man.  So live and serve that these who know you will be inspired to the finest living.  We have too many who use their strength and their brains to exploit others and to gain selfish ends.  I charge you to be among those who dedicate their skills and ability to the common good.  Build America on the solid foundations of clean living, honest work, unselfish citizenship and reverence for God, and whatever others say or may do, you leave behind you a record of which every Scout may be justly proud.

(Eagle Scout), you will now rededicate yourself by repeating the Scout Law and Scout Oath.  Repeat them slowly, as you stand before the three lighted candles representing the three parts of the Scout Oath.

(Eagle Scout) repeats the Scout Law and Scout Oath.

(SPL)
Thank you (older Eagle Scout).  Will the Honor Guard please come forward.  (Honor Guard comes forward).  Honor Guard, would you please escort (Eagle Scout)’s parents to stand next to him as he receives his awards.  (Honor Guard escorts parents forward, and parents take their seats on the stage).

(former Scoutmaster) will now offer his thoughts on David’s scouting years.

(former Scoutmaster) will give a few brief remarks.  He will then introduce (Eagle Friend/Leader), family friend and Eagle Scout, to conduct the pledge.

(Eagle Friend)
Awarding the Eagle Badge is an important and serious matter.  It is the climax and goal toward which this Scout has been working for several years.  It is an occasion for pride and for joy, but it is also a time for serious contemplation.  Eagle is the highest and most coveted award in all of Scouting, and it is the last major step in the advancement program.  If at this point Scouting has not achieved its purpose in the building of character, in the training for leadership, in the practice of service, then it probably never shall.  These thoughts, which are in effect the basic code of Scouting, are well summed up in a pledge, which is taken by every Scout upon the advancement to Eagle.  I will read the pledge to you so that you will know what you are about to promise, and then I will ask you to repeat it after me.

I, (state your name), believe in the Boy Scouts of America as a movement which has, as its aim and purpose, character building and citizenship training.  I believe it to be a movement that helps a Scout become master of his own powers, helps him get along with other people, and helps him find a worthy use for his powers.  I therefore believe it is my duty to do my best to obey the Scout Oath and Law.  I hereby renew my faith in Scouting and promise to do what I can in service to other Scouts who have not come this far along the Eagle Trail. 

Having heard this pledge, are you willing to adopt it?

(Eagle Scout)

I am.

(Eagle Friend/Leader) then repeats the pledge, and (Eagle Scout) repeats it after him.
I, (state your name), believe in the Boy Scouts of America as a movement which has, as its aim and purpose, character building and citizenship training.  I believe it to be a movement that helps a Scout become master of his own powers, helps him get along with other people, and helps him find a worthy use for his powers.  I therefore believe it is my duty to do my best to obey the Scout Oath and Law.  I hereby renew my faith in Scouting and promise to do what I can in service to other Scouts who have not come this far along the Eagle Trail.

(Eagle Friend/Leader)
As an Eagle Scout, you become a guide to other Scouts of lower rank.  You become an example in your community.  Remember that your actions are now a little more conspicuous and people will expect more of you.  To falter in your responsibility would not only reflect upon you, but on your fellow Eagles and all Scouting.  The torch you carry is not only yours, but is ours also.

I challenge you to enter this Eagle brotherhood, holding ever before you and without reservation the ideals of honor and service.  By the repetition of the Eagle Scout promise before your fellow members, you will become an Eagle Scout.  Though the words you use are similar to those by which you joined Scouting, they will mean more now than they could have meant at any time in the past.  When you pledge yourself on your sacred honor, you will be sealing your eternal loyalty to the code of the Eagle Scout with the words which closed the Declaration of Independence.

I would ask at this time that all Eagle Scouts present please rise to be recognized and to witness the Eagle promise.

(Eagle Scout), give the Scout sign and repeat after me:

I reaffirm my allegiance – to the three promises of the Scout Oath – I thoughtfully recognize and take upon myself – the obligations and responsibilities of the rank of Eagle Scout – On my honor – I will do my best – to make my training and example – my rank and my influence count strongly – for better Scouting – and for better citizenship – in my troop and in my community – and in my contacts with other people – to this I pledge my sacred honor.

(SPL)

Scouts and guests may be seated.  ((Eagle Scout) remains standing)

At this time I would like to introduce our Scoutmaster, (Scoutmaster), for the presentation of the Eagle insignia.

(Scoutmaster)
Would (Eagle Scout)’s parents please join us at this time.

It is an honor at this time to present you with the Eagle medal.  I will ask that your mother pin it on you.

The troop would like to present you with an Eagle neckerchief and slide.  I will ask that your father put this on you.

I now present you with your Eagle badge and certificate.

No one will ever know the unnumbered acts of self-sacrifice, helpfulness, encouragement and assistance that your parents provided to lead us to this moment.  As a symbol of their contributions, I ask you to present this miniature Eagle pin to your mother.

I ask you now to present this Eagle tie tack to your father.

Ladies and gentlemen, I present to you Eagle Scout (Eagle Scout).

(Parents may now be seated, as may (Scoutmaster))

Eagle Response – (Eagle Scout) makes a few remarks.

(SPL)

At this time I would like to introduce (leader), to read  congratulatory letters from Pine Tree Council and the BSA National Office

(leader) reads the letters.

(SPL) introduces any other scouters who are present and prepared to read messages of congratulations.  They read the letters

(SPL)
Mr. Clayton Ferry, president of our Charter Organization, the South Berwick Rod and Gun Association, will now make a presentation.

Mr. Ferry makes presentation.

(SPL)

We will now close this court of honor.  Will Scouts come forward. (Scout 1, Scout 2, Scout 3) step up to the table with the lit candles.

(Scout 1)

As I put out this red candle, representing courage and sacrifice, may we be ever mindful of our obligation that a Scout is brave.  He has the courage to face danger in spite of fear, and to stand up for the right against the coaxing of friends and the jeers and threats of enemies, and defeat does not down him.  (Puts out red candle)

(Scout 2)
As I put out this white candle, representing purity, may we be ever mindful of the obligation that a Scout is clean.  He is clean in body and thought, stands for clean speech, clean sport, and clean habits and travels with a moral crowd.  (Puts out white candle)

(Scout 3)
As I put out this blue candle, representing loyalty, may we be ever mindful of the obligation that a scout is loyal.  He is loyal to all who loyalty is due – his Scout leaders, his friends, his school, his parents, and his country.  (Puts out blue candle)

(SPL)

I would like now to call upon Michael Harris to offer the closing benediction.

(Chaplain) gives the benediction.

(SPL)
Will the color guard please come forward.  (Color guard comes forward to their places)

Would you all please rise.

Color guard, retire the colors.  (Color guard retires the colors)

This Court of Honor is now closed.  I invite everyone to stay for refreshments, and to join us in congratulating (Eagle Scout).

