Flag Folding Ceremony and M eaning -provided by Uniformed Services/ U.S. Defense Department
PRELUDE: Theflag folding ceremony representsthe samereligious principles on which our country was originally founded
[begin reading asthe Honor Guard iscoming forward (if performing)]. The portion of the flag denoting honor isthe canton of
blue containing the star srepresenting the states our veteransserved in uniform. The canton field of blue dressesfrom left to
right and isinverted when draped asa pall on a casket of a veteran who has served our country honorably in uniform.

In the Armed For ces of the United States, at the ceremony of retreat theflagislowered, folded in atrianglefold and
kept under watch throughout the night asatributeto our nation's honored dead. The next morning it isbrought out and, at
the ceremony of reveille, run aloft asa symbol of our belief in theresurrection of the body.

PAUSE ... Wait for theHonor Guard (if performing) to unravel and fold theflag into a quarter fold -- resume reading
when Honor Guard isstanding ready. TheBODY:
open edge 1 hefirstfold of our flagisasymboal of life.
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Felded “eige ?PEM #9982 The second fold isa symbol of our belief in the
eternal life.
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! Thethird fold ismadein honor and remembrance of the veteran
: departing our rankswho gave a portion of lifefor the defense of our
= A country to attain a peace throughout theworld.
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" 77 Thefourth fold represents our weaker nature, for as American citizens
i trustingin God, it isto him weturn in times of peace aswell asin times of
e war for Hisdivine guidance.

Folded edge

Thefifth fold isatributeto our country, for in thewor ds of Stephen Decatur, " Our
m country, in dealing with other countries, may she alwaysberight; but it isstill our
country, right or wrong."

Thesixth fold isfor whereour heartslie. It iswith our heart that we pl edge allegianceto the
flag of the United States of America, and to therepublic for which it stands, one nation, under
God, indivisible, with liberty and justicefor all.

Theseventh fold isatributeto our Armed Forces, for it isthrough the Armed Forcesthat we
protect our country and our flag against all her enemies, whether they be found within or
without the boundaries of our republic.

Theeighth fold isatributeto the onewho entered into the valley of the shadow of death, that we
might seethelight of day, and to honor mother, for whom it flieson mother'sday.

Theninth fold isatribute to womanhood; for it hasbeen through their faith, love, loyalty, and
devotion that the character of the men and women who have madethis country great have been
molded.

Thetenth fold isatributeto father, for he, too, has given his sonsand daughtersfor the defense of our
country since he or shewasfirst born.
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W Thedeventh fold, in the eyes of a Hebrew citizen, representsthe lower portion of the sed of King David and
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King Solomon and glorifies, in their eyes, the God of Abraham, | saac, and Jacob.

eyes, God the Father, the Son, and Holy Ghost. When theflag is completely folded, the star s are upper most,
reminding usof our national motto. .. " In God We Trust."
PAUSE ... Wait for theHonor Guard (if performing) to inspect theflag-- after the inspection resumereading. POSTLUDE:
After theflag iscompletely folded and tucked in, it takes on the appear ance of a cocked hat, ever reminding us of the soldiers
who served under General George Washington and the sailorsand marineswho served under Captain John Paul Joneswho
wer efollowed by their comrades and shipmatesin the Armed For ces of the United States, preserving for ustherights,
privileges, and freedomswe enjoy today.

E Thetwdfth fold, in the eyes of a Christian citizen, represents an emblem of eternity and glorifies, in their V
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